
The Unity We Need 
 
Pastoral Statement of Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales 
 
“The power of God brought it about that the people were of one mind to carry out the command… in accordance with the 
word of the Lord.” – 2 Chronicles 30:12 
 
Once again, we, Filipinos, find ourselves going through very hard times. Many are poor, hungry, searching for a 
better life for themselves and their families. If only we would jus focus our minds and hearts, and work together 
to find solutions to the poverty that has not ceased to plague us, we might find ourselves moving forward as a 
nation. Instead, our national attention and energies are taken up by the division and altercations. Serious charges 
have been made against our leaders and officials. Despite expressions of regret, many remain angry, confused, 
hurt. In this situation, as your shepherd and pastor, I wish to call to mind fundamental principles that should 
govern our search for solutions to our present crisis. 
 
First, let us remember that the offended cannot simply be consoled by expressions of regret. Forgiveness does not 
eliminate the need for justice, nor should it block the search for truth. Genuine forgiveness demands more than an 
apology, and those who seek forgiveness should be ready to be called to accountability. 
 
Second, the pursuit of truth regarding the grave charges against leaders and officials should be conducted within 
the provisions of our Constitution and should respect the laws of the land. Any proposition that disregards our 
constitutional and legal systems weakens our institutions and paves the way for a graver instability that can 
cause more profound suffering to our people. 
 
Third, any proposed solution to our present situation that relies on or leads to violence is unacceptable. Violence 
harms the innocent and inflicts wounds so deep that will take generations to heal. 
 
Fourth, we ask our leaders to give our people hope, by giving immediate attention to authentic reform. Political 
systems that are prone to corruption must be swiftly and decisively reformed, and institutions built that can 
effectively respond to the aspirations of our people for a better life. 
 
Finally, in these confusing times when people are easily swayed by emotions and led to astray by quick fix 
solutions, may cooler heads prevail. Let true lovers of the Filipino people come together to discern carefully 
before God, what is truly for the immediate and long-run good of our country. Let us not fall easy prey to those 
self-seeking politicians from all the different political parties, who have held the country’s future hostage to their 
own ambitions, and have brought us to where we sadly find ourselves today. 
 
Let us not also give in to despair, seeing only what is wrong in our country, when there is, in truth, so much that 
is good done daily be Filipinos from all walks of life to build up the nation. Our recurring problems of political 
instability may cause us to lose hope, but if we humbly accept that we are all sinners and in need of conversion, it 
will be easier for us to unite. 
 
I ask then that, in these times of uncertainty, we join in fervent prayer and prayerful reflection, that the Lord 
show us the way forward, as He has done in the past, and that He may give us yet another chance to be one. Let 
us place our trust in His continued love and care for our people, especially those who are poor. May our Blessed 
Mother find joy in the Filipino people, for she loves to see us listen to her Son. 
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